
questions were not strictly comparable, the NCCS estimate is probably within reasonable
limits.

Converting Percentages to Numbers

Those concerned about the numerical size of various health problems may apply the
percentages of Tables 1-5 to the 1930 Census counts of Table 5. In the case of second-
level categories, one multiplies the percentage at that level by the percentage at the

first level and applies the result to the appropriate 1980 number. For example, to
estimate the number of N.C. adults who drink alcoholic beverages 5 or more days during
an average week (Table 4), multiply 8.9% (.039) by 49.4% (.494) and multiply that result

(.044) by 4,224,031. The estimate is 185,857. Similarly, one may obtain numerical
estimates for the HSA's, all subject to some unknown degree of error.

HSA Detail

All percentages given in this report are available for various demographic
subgroups of North Carolina and the HSA's. The State Center will be happy to supply
these data upon request. The interested reader should also see reference 3 for health-
related estimates from the 1979 NCCS. Similar estimates for 1980 may be obtained from

the Office of State Budget and Management.
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